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of OCS engaged with the Onondaga
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BARBARA M. OLSON
THE TRAILBLAZER FOR GIRLS’
ATHLETICS AT ONONDAGA CENTRAL

by Roxane Bistrow Abboftt, Class of ‘71

If you look through the Athletes Section of a
1969 0CS yearbook, you might notice that
the girls’ sports teams were not pictured—
that is because there were none.

It was the summer of 1969, three years
before Title IX was signed into law, when a
young woman who was stricken with polio
as a child graduated from Ithaca College with
a BA in Physical Education. She somehow
made her way to an interview at a small
school located in the tiny village of South
Onondaga. Her name was Barbara Olson.
Little did Principal William Gilbert know that
this shy, soft-spoken woman was about to
change his world at Onondaga Central.

1969-70

Miss Olson was hired as the girls’ “gym
teacher,” as boys and girls were separated in
their physical education classes. Girls were
required to wear the dreaded green, baggy,
one-piece gym uniform. Because of this, PE
was not a favorite class among the teenage
girls, but Miss Olson changed all that. Open
to current ideas, she realized that the girls

Barb Olson - First Year Teaching, 1969

wanted change. So when asked if they could
have new gym attire, she allowed them to
look through the uniform catalogs where
they found a sleek, forest green, pin-striped
uniform that everyone approved.

When Miss Olson started teaching in the fall
of ’69, she was aware there were no female

athletes... Continued on page 4

About the OCSEF The Onondaga Central School Education Foundation, Inc. is a non-profit, all-volunteer 501(c) charitable corporation whose
purpose is to provide support to students, staff and academic programs at Onondaga Central through charitable donations. The OCSEF was founded in
1984 with a vision of growing an endowment over the years. Please visit our web page: ocseducationfoundation.com


https://www.ocseducationfoundation.com/
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HAPPENING T

STORY UPDATES BY JIM MOLLOY

Addendum to the Bill Cook, “Where Are

They Now?” Story, Winter 2025 Issue

Bill Cook called me after | submitted the article to our
publisher. “I recalled a memorable event,” he told me.
“When | retired in 1991, one of my students organized
a party for me in class. | now see him from time to time
on ABC News. The student was David Muir.”

Bill is once again in St. Camillus rehab center, 813 Fay
Road, Syracuse, NY 13219.

Addendum to the “Four Overtimes!” Story,
Spring 2025 Issue

| ran into Mark Clark (OCS ’67) and his wife Karen
(Luchsinger) Clark (OCS ’68) at Lowe’s on June 7th.
Mark was the starting point guard for OCS for the
General Brown four-overtime game in which six Tigers
were disqualified by the end of the game. | hadn’t
contacted Mark before | submitted the article, and |
asked him whether he remembered the game.

“Yes,” he told me and added, “I was the first guy to foul
out. I picked up four fouls in the first half. After halftime
we lined up for the jump ball, | threw an elbow out, and |
got called for my fifth foul.” Mark smiled at the memory.
“| lasted one second into the second half.”

Addendum to the Alan Hart Memoir,

Summer 2024 Issue

Alan Hart (OCS ’'65) had a successful show and sale of
his paintings at the Edgewood Art Gallery in Syracuse.
Dozens of guests attended the opening on June 27th,
appreciating Alan’s photo-realistic acrylic paintings, and
a number of them purchased works to take home after
the exhibit ended on August 8th, 2025.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

OCS ALUMNIWITH THE ONONDAGA SHERIFF’'S DEPARTMENT
On October 17, 2025, Macey DeOrdio, OCS class of 2021, was sworn in
as a police officer with the Onondaga County Sheriff’s department. Also on
October 17, Deputy Katie McCormick, OCS class of 2009, was promoted to
sergeant with the Onondaga County Sheriff’s department. Congratulations
to Macey and Katie!

0CS ALUM NICK HAY credit: 0CS District Newsletter

We are incredibly proud to celebrate Nick Hay, OCS Class of 2018, who
is currently enrolled in the Electrical Mechanical Program at Onondaga
Community College (OCC). Nick recently served as a keynote speaker at the
official ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new Micron clean room lab at OCC.
This was a particularly meaningful moment, as Nick is not only excelling in
his program but also preparing to begin his professional career with Micron

at their facility in Manassas, Virginia. r

Nick’s journey is a powerful testament to
the impact of hard work and determination
in pursuing a career path. His success is
a source of great pride for the entire 0CS
and 0CC communities and underscores
the meaningful connections between
our programs and leading industry
partners like Micron.

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to Nick on his achievements and
wish him continued success as he embarks on a promising career.




TWO NEW SCHOLARSHIPS!

The OCSEF is pleased to announce
that two new scholarships will be
available to June 2026 graduates.

THE ROBERT CRABTREE SCHOLARSHIP
Robert Crabtree, an alumnus of the OCS Class
of '67 who taught for more than 30 years in the
North Syracuse School District, has donated
$10,000 to endow the new award. Bob wants
to encourage OCS graduates to become
teachers or pursue other careers in the field of
education. Beginning with the OCS Class of '26,
a deserving graduate who fulfills that criterion
will receive a one-time award of $1,000.

THE CHARLIE KIRK SCHOLARSHIP

In honor of Charlie Kirk, the American
political commentator and scholar who was
assassinated on September 10th , the Keehfus
Family has endowed this new award and will
match donations up to $25,000.

Students who choose to apply for this
new scholarship will submit a separate
application for this award along with a
faculty recommendation and a brief essay.
The recipient will be an OCS graduate who
has demonstrated advocacy of free speech,
civil debate, patriotism, devotion to the U.S.
Constitution, and the non-violent resolution of
political and domestic issues.

OCSEF UPDATE

Contributions to these
scholarships can be sent to:

OCSEF
4466 South Onondaga Road
Nedrow, New York 13120

Please make checks payable
to OCSEF and note the scholarship
on the memo line.

Or you can donate online at:
www.ocseducationfoundation.com

Please indicate the scholarship in the ADD
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO THE SELLER
box when checking out through PayPal.

Just a reminder . . . The Onondaga Central School Education Foundation was formed in 1984 by community volunteers. It was registered as a 501(C) nonprofit charitable
corporation in 1985. Although its charitable mission is to provide scholarship money to graduating OCS seniors, it is a separate entity from the Onondaga Central School
District. The OCSEF, Inc. is independently managed by its own officers and trustees and files its own financial statements with the IRS and NYS Charities.

The OCSEF Tile-by -Tile program is a unique opportunity to raise funds for

scholarships by recognizing individuals in the OCS community with 8x8 tiles on the
wall at the OCS Jr/Sr High School. These tiles make excellent gifts and will enable
you to preserve the memory of a cherished member of the greater 0CS community.
To honor someone with a tile, please contact Rick Brunelle for more information:

VISIT THE OCSEF WEBSITE: WWW.OCSEDUCATIONFOUNDATION.COM


mailto:rbrunelle2@twcny.rr.com
http://www.ocseducationfoundation.com
https://www.ocseducationfoundation.com/

P4

JOYFUL

Continued from page 1

...She knew that there were competitive boys’
teams in football, wrestling, basketball, cross
country, track, golf, and tennis and that the
athletic budget supported those teams. There
was an established OCS Varsity Club for male
athletes. The school also had a Pep Club—all
female members, of course. Cheerleading was
the only athletic activity available for a female
student at Onondaga.

It was a busy first year for Miss Olson. She was
assigned to the cheerleading squad, and she
started girls’ intramurals. The girls played a
variety of sports after school. Miss Olson’s first
year went well, and somehow in the spring of
‘70, two female students were selected to play
on the boys’ tennis team. They were Corinne
Ders, who later worked as a PE teacher for 44
years, and Carol Torre. This was Miss Olson’s
long-awaited breakthrough.

1970-71

During her second year, Miss Olson was once
again advisor to the cheerleaders, and in the
fall of 1970, they returned to school from
Lenni-Len-A-Pe Cheerleading Camp with
new-fangled routines for the OCS community.
Supported by Miss Olson, who encouraged
innovation and change, the six members of
the squad entered a competition held at the

THERE WERE NO UNIFORMS AT THIS POINT,
SO THE GIRLS PLAYED IN THEIR
PIN-STRIPED GYM SUITS, AND THEY WERE
EXCITED TO BE ON THE FIELD!

Onondaga War Memorial in Syracuse, where
they competed against larger Syracuse teams.
Despite feeling outmatched, they had Miss
Olson’s reassurance, and out-performed the
city schools, taking home a first-place trophy.

Miss Olson intended to provide more
opportunities for female athletes. She laid the
groundwork by launching the Girls Athletic
Association (GAA) to enhance girls’ athletics
at Onondaga. This club, similar to the Varsity
Club, aimed at encouraging girls’ participation
in sports by fostering camaraderie and
sportsmanship. GAA raised funds for uniforms
and awards through events like Pizza Day and
Friday night dances and promoted involvement
in the new soccer, basketball, and softhall
teams that were about to take off!

It was a year of excitement and growth. With
Corinne’s and Carol’s success as players on
the 1970 tennis team, there were enough
girls to start their own tennis team. Teams for
soccer, basketball, and softball were initiated

and coached by Miss Olson. It was challenging
for her to find other teams to play, as many
schools did not have female teams. At OCS,
each sport had one lineup for grades 9-12
because there were not sufficient participants
to form separate varsity and junior varsity
teams. There were no uniforms at this point, so
the girls played in their pin-striped gym suits,
and they were excited to be on the field! By
the end of her second year of teaching, Miss
Olson had over 60 young women participating
in competitive team sports.

Debbie Farnett Kenyon, a 1971 graduate, was
one of the players who signed up for all three
first-year teams. She stated, “Playing on the
first OCS girls’ team in soccer, basketball,
and softball was fun. Miss Olson played
great motivational music during warmups,
but the best part of playing was what she
taught us--teamwork, discipline, athletic
skills, and sportsmanship. She was extremely
compassionate about her players and the
sports they played.”




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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1971-72

Miss Olson continued to build the girls’ athletic
program. More OCS girls wanted to play,
and local high schools were adding female
teams, which bettered the competition. It was
during this year that Congress worked on
groundbreaking legislation that would bring a
pivotal shift in women’s sports in high schools
and colleges. The Title IX clause of the 1972
Federal Education Amendments was signed
into law on June 12, 1972, which stated that
“no person in the United States shall, on the
basis of sex, be excluded from participation
in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected
to discrimination under any academic,
extracurricular, ~ research,  occupational
training, or other education program or activity
operated by a recipient which receives Federal

commented, “Miss Olson was well loved by
her students and revered as a coach. The year
we did so well, Miss Olson gave a handmade
certificate to each player! Mine was “bionic
arm.” She was very proud of her team!”

Michelle DeSaw Gregory played four years
of softball with Coach Olson during that time
and had a wonderful experience being on that
team. She stated, “Miss Olson was an amazing
person, coach, and mentor. There was a great
deal of respect for her by all of us on that
team. She was a great lady, and I'm honored
to be part of her legacy.” Susan Lundy Kelly,
also a four-year player, commented, “Miss
Olson was a fabulous coach. Kathy Kilmer,
Michelle Desaw, Terry Perry, Joanne Grady,

“MISS OLSON WAS AN AMAZING PERSON,
COACH, AND MENTOR. THERE WAS A
GREAT DEAL OF RESPECT FOR HER BY ALL
OF US ON THAT TEAM...”

financial assistance.” Although Title IX applied
to many programs, it received the most
attention for its impact on athletics, giving
female high school students at Onondaga
Central equal access to athletic programs,
and allowing them more opportunities for
collegiate athletic scholarships.

MID 70’s

By the mid ‘70s, Miss Olson’s teams had
grown to the point where they were divided
into varsity and junior varsity. The girls were
traveling to other schools, competing, and
wearing real uniforms. To celebrate their
success, Miss Olson organized a Sports Award
Program at the end of each year.

LATE 70’s

Miss Olson was extremely proud of her players,
and in the late ‘70s, she coached one of her
most outstanding softball teams. They were
OHSL Southern Division League Champions,
participants in the New York State Tournament,
and achieved a 12-0 record in 1978. Julia
Miller Peterson, a member of the softball team

Editor: James Molloy (‘68)

Patty Graham, and | were on the team all four
years. All the players on the team had great
chemistry. Ms. Olson always gave her ALL
to the teams she coached. She was a great
mentor and leader to all of us, not only that
team, but all the teams she coached.” During
the late ‘70s, Susan and the others practiced
on the softball field located at the bottom of
the hill behind the school. Running the hill was
part of the practice ritual. Susan said, “Oh, my
goodness. That hill was brutal. By the time we
were seniors, we never ran up all the way. We
would hide in the trees.” The softball teams
never forgot Ms. Olson, and renamed the
original girls’ softball field Olson Field.

EARLY 80’s

With Title 1X, the OCS athletic program for girls
expanded to include volleyball, indoor-outdoor
track, and cross country. By the early ‘80s,
the girls’ athletic program had grown to the
point that Miss Olson relinquished some of her
coaching duties to other OCS personnel. Miss
Olson continued to teach PE classes and coach
softball for several years.

After a long and inspiring career as a teacher
and coach, Miss Olson retired in 2002. She
spent the remaining years enjoying her home
in Florida and playing golf with her friends in
the Syracuse area. Miss Olson passed away
in May of 2023. When Miss Olson passed,
Corinne Ders Dubay wrote, “She was the best
cheerleader any student could have.” Those
who had the privilege of knowing her will never
forget her kind, caring nature, undying spirit,
and love of sports. For me, Barb Olson was a
lifelong friend, and over the years | witnessed
how her positive influence affected the lives of
hundreds of young women at OCS. Fortunately,
| happened to be one of them, as | was one
of those six girls on that cheerleading squad
back in 1971 when she made us realize that
anything was possible.

Barbara Olson’s legacy, as the trailblazer for
girls’ athletics at Onondaga Central, should
never be forgotten. A scholarship fund has
been established in her memory with the aim
of making it perpetual. Contributions are
welcome and can be sent to:

OCSEF
4466 South Onondaga Road
Nedrow, New York 13120

Please make checks payable to OCSEF and
note “Barbara M. Olson” on the memo line.

Or you can donate online at:
www.ocseducationfoundation.com

Please indicate “Barbara M. Olson Scholarship”
in the ADD SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO THE
SELLER box when checking out through PayPal.

Design: Butch Braun (‘87) and Alexzandria Braun of Epoch Advertising



http://www.ocseducationfoundation.com
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

by Jim Molloy Sr., Class of ‘68

John Barmonde (OCS ’'68) and | were having lunch
back in July, and | asked him whether he had any good
story ideas for Joyful Echoes. He thought for a minute
and recalled, “My brother won a house on a game
show.” That sounded interesting to me, so | called
John’s brother James, OCS ’71, to hear the story.

“Yes, that’s true,” James recalled. “l was living in Los
Angeles at the time with my wife Debi and our two
kids. In 1983 we answered a ‘contestants wanted’
ad for a show called Dream House. It was hosted
by a guy named Bob Eubanks.” James explained
the game: “My wife and | played against another
couple. It was a trivia game. Each day’s winner had
a chance to win a house, but if you were ahead at
the end of the day, you won a room full of furniture. If
you were undefeated by the end of the week,

you won the house and all the furniture.
And that’s what Happened!”

| mentioned to James that his
brother remembered that his
winning the house had created

a tax problem. “Yes, it did. Back
then the allowance for the house

was $100,000., and we won an
additional five rooms of furniture.

We built the home in Sandy, Utah,

a suburb of Salt Lake City. The tax
liability was about $25,000, but we
solved that by financing the house over
seven years. By the time we sold the place,
we cleared about $87,000.”

James provided some details from the time he
graduated from OCS in 1971 to the Eubanks
adventure. “My memories from OCS are good ones.

| ran track for Earl Fletcher and had a decent 100-
yard dash time for those years: 10.1. | also ran
the 220. As | recall, our mile-relay ream broke the
school record.” Jim remembers his classmates
Dave Fisher, Cliff Six, and Dave Fitch. As for 0CS
teachers, he had positive memories of Dennis Dole
(calculus class) and Max Metcalf (English). James
also remembers taking Latin and leaving OCS with
the highest three-year average in the course.

James started his undergraduate work at Syracuse
University, but he joined the Mormon church. He
served a two-year Mormon mission in Melbourne,
Australia, where he taught the Gospel to the Italian
population there. James speaks fluent Italian.

After returning from Australia, James
finished college at Brigham Young
University in Provo, Utah, where he
met Debi. James’ first job, working
in purchasing for an aerospace
firm, took him and Debi to Los
Angeles. After winning the house
on the game show in L. A,
James and Debi moved to Salt
Lake, where he earned his MBA
at the University of Utah. James
started working in pharmaceutical
sales for Gilead in 1987 and retired
in 2022.

James was forthcoming about a huge
change in his personal circumstances 21 years ago
when he revealed to family and friends that he was
gay. “I kind of always knew,” James said. “For all
those years | was trying to do what | thought | was
supposed to do.”

JAMES BARMONDE

He and Debi had been married for 26 years, but
the other person whom he was most worried about
informing was his father, Felix Barmonde. (Some
0CS alumni will remember that Felix taught for a few
years at Rockwell.) James’ worry was unnecessary;
his father said, “Jimmy, | would love you no matter
what.” (Felix died at age 85 in 2005.)

James, who has lived with the same partner now
for four years, has stayed friends with Debi and kept
close connections to his four adult children. He has
returned to Syracuse for numerous OCS reunions,
including his 50th four years ago.

After two-and-a-half years of retirement, traveling
around the country and Europe, James became
restless and went back into pharmaceutical sales in
February 2025. “I don’t need to work,” James said,
but admitted that he likes the extra income doing
sales work with which he’s familiar.

Classmates who’d like to say hello to James may
contact him at jbarmonde@hotmail.com.

The Foundation thanks OCS library aide Kelly
Conway for her assistance with this story.


mailto:jbarmonde@hotmail.com
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IN OUR

MEMORIES

Roger Henshaw
Class of 1960
August 26, 2024

Richard J. Raus
Class of 1964
June 20, 2025

Francis J. Linsky
Class of 1956
July 1, 2025

John C. Pierce
Class of 1961
August 23, 2025

Tom McDonald
Class of 1968
September 26, 2025

C/fmwmw
ANN CEMENT

50+ YEAR LUNCHEON

IN MEMORY OF

by Bob Whitwell

The officers and trustees of the OCSEF are sad
to announce the passing of John C. Pierce, who
died on August 23.

There’s an old saying in community service
that to get something done, you need to ask
the person who’s already too busy to do it. In
need of an emergency fill-in to chair its golf
tournament in 2009, the Foundation asked
John whether he could take on the job for
one year. John wound up rescuing that year’s
tournament, becoming a trustee, and then
chairing the tournament for another fourteen
years, increasing the profit almost every year.

John had already devoted countless hours of
service to the OCS community prior to joining
the Foundation. He served on the Board of
Education for eighteen years. During his time
on the Board, he helped the District manage
challenging transitions including establishing
the new District office, renovating the
auditorium, and constructing the new gym.

John was a coach in the South Onondaga
Apple League, an organization he also served

JOHN PIERCE

'3

4
[

John Pierce - member of the
unscored-on 1959 OCS football team

as president. He was also a volunteer baseball
coach for OCS modified team for two seasons.
All nine of John’s children are OCS alumni.

The Foundation will miss his devoted volunteer
service as well as his sense of humor and
institutional knowledge. The Foundation has
been accepting donations in his name.

e SAVE THE DATE!

Our annual 50 year+ luncheon will be held on Friday,
May 22, 2026, at the Marietta House. Registration is at
11:30, luncheon starts at 12:30.

Cost is $50 per person, checks can be sent payable to: Lynne
Evanchak at 118 Old Semet Lane, Syracuse, NY, 13219

Registration is required. There will be entertainment, a full buffet,
dessert and beverage. We hope to see a lot of folks there!




This newsletter is a product resulting
from submissions made by our
alumni. Please send us your stories
and news! Do you have a favorite
memory? An interesting story idea?
Or an alumni announcement -
wedding, birth, obituary - you would
like to share?

For submissions of news, ideas
and/or stories, please contact us at
ocsalum34@gmail.com or send to:

OCSEF Alumni Coordinator
3479 Cherry Valley Turnpike
Syracuse, NY 13215

The OCSEF has established an
Alumni Database. It contains
contact information of OCS alumni,
community members and current
and former staff members. If you
know of someone who would like
to receive future issues of Joyful
Echoes and other alumni-related

communications, please forward the
Alumni Data Form to him or her. You
can find it on the OCSEF Web Page:
ocseducationfoundation.com

A publication brought to you by the Onondaga Central School Education Foundation to enrich the lives of 0CS alumni, students, staff, and community.


mailto:ocsalum34@gmail.com
https://www.ocseducationfoundation.com/

