
by Jim Molloy Sr., Class of ‘68

Joyful Echoes was happy to learn that the 
OCS baseball team brought home a league 
championship, the first for the Tigers since 
1980. (The Tigers were technically co-
champions this year, sharing the top spot 
in the Patriot American Division with Fabius, 
both teams achieving identical 7-1 league 
records.) Alex Minnoe coached this year’s 
Tigers along with assistant coach Tyler Greco.

OCS finished the season with an overall 
record of 12-8, but four losses came at the 
hands of higher division teams against whom 
the Tigers were nonetheless competitive. 
(The Tigers were edged by AAA Syracuse 
City, 7-6.) In their own division, the Tigers 
lost only once, 7-1, in an early-season game 
against Fabius, but turned the tables on 
Fabius in their second... 
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About the OCSEF  The Onondaga Central School Education Foundation, Inc. is a non-profit, all-volunteer 501(c) charitable corporation whose 

purpose is to provide support to students, staff and academic programs at Onondaga Central through charitable donations. The OCSEF was founded in 

1984 with a vision of growing an endowment over the years. Please visit our web page: ocseducationfoundation.com

Joyful Echoes is an Alumni Newsletter 
published by the Onondaga Central 
School Education Foundation for the 
purpose of keeping alumni and friends 
of OCS engaged with the Onondaga 
community and informed of current 
activities happening at OCS.
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Joyful Echoes was pleased to hear from Steve 
Haumann, OCS ’64. He sent us an update from 
his current home in The Villages, Florida.

Steve’s early days in the OCS District started when 
his family moved from Lakeport, NY to Nedrow, 
where he attended Rockwell Elementary for two 
years before moving up to the junior-senior high 
school. Steve mentions taking full advantage of 
the various sports available at OCS when he was 
growing up. He still is in touch with Bob Galusha, 
who coached youth basketball. Steve was on the 
track team as a freshman and played baseball 
for one year. In addition, he played JV football 
and then started for the varsity in both his junior 
and senior years. It was on the basketball court, 
however, that Steve made his biggest impact 
on OCS sports. He played three years for Earl 
Fletcher’s varsity teams and savors the memory 
of wins over bigger schools, including Westhill 
and Skaneateles. He helped the Tigers advance 
to the Section III championship game in 1964, a 
narrow loss to Mohawk. During his senior year, 
the Post-Standard twice named him “Cager of 
the Week,” once after a game in which he had 18 
points along with 18 rebounds. He was named 
second team all-county in a competitive division.

Steve fondly remembers his OCS coach Earl 
Fletcher. “He always pushed me,” Steve recalls. 
“He made me wear a 50-pound vest during 
practice to help me improve my rebounding 
during the games.” Steve added, “Earl and his 
wife invited me to their house for dinner on my 
birthday. To this day I appreciate what he did.” 
He also expresses gratitude for some of the 
legendary OCS teachers of the 50’s and 60’s, 
specifically mentioning Max Metcalf, Dennis 
Dole, and Bill Cook.

The Beatles craze took over OCS and America in 
Steve’s senior year, 1964, and he participated in 
a Beatles “band” composed of three guitarists 
and a drummer who pretended to be performing 
while “I Want to Hold Your Hand” or “She Loves 
You” blared from the speakers. Along with Steve, 
the four wig-wearing “Beatles” included Don 
Weyand, Doug Stillwell, and Don Kowalski.

Steve continued playing basketball as an 
undergraduate at Morrisville and recalls games 
against former teammates J. T. DalPan, when 
Morrisville took on LeMoyne, and Ted Amedro, 
when they played an OCC team coached by 
former Syracuse Nat Paul Seymour.

He enlisted in the Navy in 1966 and served 
until 1970. “The Navy made me a medic. I was 
better in science and math and hoped to be in 
an occupation that could lead to an engineering 
job after I got out of the service, but the Navy 
had other ideas.” After his military service, Steve 
worked for Budweiser for 40 years, first as a 
distributor and subsequently as an employee at 
the brewery.

Steve met his wife Liz (Elizabeth Banuski 
Haumann) at a party at OCC. Liz taught for 34 
years at Onondaga Road Middle School, and 
she and Steve have been married for almost 
50 years. They live happily now in retirement in 
Central Florida.

by Jim Molloy Sr., Class of ‘68
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“FROM COACH EARL FLETCHER TO MY TEACHERS 
& TEAMMATES, OCS GAVE ME MEMORIES & 

MENTORS I’LL ALWAYS APPRECIATE.”



JOYFUL EchoesP3 OC
S

Joyful Echoes: I understand you worked as a medic in the Navy. 
Can you tell us more about that?

Steve: I had some interesting experiences. My first day out of med 
school I was stationed at Portsmouth Naval Hospital in Virginia. 
I was asked if I had a NYS driver’s license so I could drive the 
ambulance and transport a pregnant woman to the hospital. 
The baby wouldn’t wait, and the two people who were with me 
panicked, so I delivered the baby.

Joyful Echoes: You mentioned that you worked for a Syracuse 
area rock promoter.

Steve: In the mid-to-late 70’s, I worked as a bouncer in some local 
clubs and made a connection to a promoter named Jack Bell. I 
was in charge of security for him at a number of shows. My first 
one was with Jose Feliciano, but over the years I met the Rolling 
Stones, the Eagles, Joe Walsh, and many others. We had a riot at 
Schoellkopf Field at Cornell when Deep Purple wouldn’t play after 
a lightning storm. And Rod Stewart was a real piece of work. I 
chauffeured him from the airport but had to stop on 690 to tell him 
to stop slapping this blond he was with. Later found out she was 
Britt Eklund.

Joyful Echoes: How long have you lived in Florida?

Steve: Liz and I have been down here at the Villages since 2001.

Joyful Echoes: Has the area changed much over the years?

Steve: Yes, it has. When we first moved down here, there were 
about 90,000 people in The Villages. Now there are about 220,000. 
It’s still not too congested, though. We have five town squares, and 
each one offers weekend entertainment including lots of oldies 
concerts. We’re also the golf capital of the world: we have 75 
different courses in our area.

Joyful Echoes: Thanks for sending us the photo of you and Liz at a 
car show. How long have you owned the street rod, that 1937 Ford 
Club Cabriolet convertible?

Steve: I bought it back in 2001. I spotted it at a museum in Montreal. 

I had a company in Iowa handle the restoration. Most of its parts 
come from the present day. It has an all-chrome, 350 cubic-inch, 
400 horsepower engine from a 1999 Corvette. It also has modern-
car features including an automatic transmission, digital gauges, 
power steering, power brakes, and a leather interior.

Joyful Echoes: I see you made a custom golf cart for Liz that looks 
almost exactly like the 1937 Cabriolet.

Steve: Yeah, but that has only 14 horsepower. Liz says about the 
golf cart, “When it grows up, that’s what it wants to turn into.”

Joyful Echoes: In your letter you mentioned that you still work out 
four times a week.

Steve: I do, but I was in a bad accident in 2023. A truck transporting 
cars went through a red light and hit me. I needed back surgery, 
shoulder surgery, and two knee surgeries. The only sport I can still 
participate in is golf.

Joyful Echoes: Given those circumstances it looks as if you’ve found  
the right spot to live. Have you had any individual highlights on the  
Villages courses?

Steve: I’ve had two confirmed holes-in-one and four eagles. I think 
I’m proudest of one of the eagles on a par-five hole—something 
that required ability more than good luck.

by Sharon Brooks, for Joyful Echoes
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meeting, prevailing 12-1. Coach Minnoe 
mentioned that his starting pitcher in the first 
game, Ryan Victoriano, was victimized by 
soft-contact hits and bleeders that Fabius put 
into play, pushing the Tigers behind 5-0 early 
before Bryce Mattison held Fabius in check the 
rest of the way. In the second Fabius game, 
Mattison got the start and Victoriano relieved 
him, finishing up the critical Win.

The Tigers’ last game of the season was on the 
road against Tully, a game they had to win to 
secure a tie for the championship. The Tigers 
found themselves in a nailbiter, a 0-0 pitcher’s 
duel going into the last inning. With the game 
still scoreless, OCS loaded the bases for senior 
David Pierce, who drove in all three runners 
with a double in the left-center field gap. The 
final score was 3-0, with Victoriano earning a 
complete-game win.

Minnoe observed that it was coincidental that 
he had taken Pierce with him to media day 
at the beginning of the season. When he was 

asked whom he’d want batting in a critical 
situation, Minnoe said he’d like to see Pierce 
at the plate. “He batted over .300 last year and 
had four years experience. And he’s a gamer. 
So it worked out that he got the game-winning 
hit at Tully.”

OCS defeated Tully, LaFayette, Mater Dei, and 
APW twice each and won additional games 
against Port Byron, Pulaski, Cato, and Hannibal. 
The second win over APW was the first sectional 
victory for an OCS baseball team in 15 years.

The team featured six seniors: Pierce, Nathan 
Doner, Antonio Montulli, Max Brown, Victoriano, 
and Zach Wilhelm. Victoriano was the ace of 
the pitching staff with 9 wins. Easton Holser, 

Aden Finlay, and Wilhelm also took the mound 
during the season.

Prior to the championship game, Minnoe 
invited three members of the 1980 team 
to address his players. Former Tigers Bob 
Featherstone (OCS ’81) along with Bernie (’81) 
and Gary Podsiedlik (’80) spoke to the team, 
hoping to provide the Tigers with a little extra 
motivation. Minnoe observed, “Featherstone 
asked the team, ‘How do you eat an elephant?’ 
The players waited for the answer, which was, 
‘One bite at a time.’” Minnoe felt the OCS 
alumni helped the boys focus on the big task 
at hand, earning a league championship for 
the first time in 46 years.

Continued from page 1 “HE BATTED OVER .300 LAST YEAR AND 
HAD FOUR YEARS EXPERIENCE. AND HE’S 

A GAMER. SO IT WORKED OUT THAT HE GOT 
THE GAME-WINNING HIT AT TULLY.”

Ryan Victoriano David PierceNate Donor
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Joyful Echoes: Where do you work when you’re not coaching OCS baseball?

Minnoe: I’m a PE teacher at ITC in the Syracuse City District.

Joyful Echoes: Did you coach in the city?

Minnoe: I previously coached Syracuse West JV Baseball in the city, with the 
goal of eventually coaching at the varsity level. But over the past 15 years, 
the city continually merged teams on the JV and varsity levels, leaving just 
one varsity team in the city. I saw an opportunity for growth in taking the 
varsity job here at OCS, and it is a leap I am very thankful to have taken.

Joyful Echoes: How long have you coached at OCS?

Minnoe: This was my first year.

Joyful Echoes: Who was your assistant coach?

Minnoe: Tyler Greco. He was a 2020 Henninger grad who lost his senior year to Covid. He 
coached at Grimes, and after Grimes closed, he came to OCS to work with me.

Joyful Echoes: Did you have any idea you’d be coaching a league championship team?

Minnoe: I knew coming in that I had experienced seniors playing in key positions along with 
some other young talent. There wasn’t an abundance of success here in recent years, but I was 
confident that this group had the talent to compete, and that was the goal in each game: to give 
ourselves a chance. And they did just that.

Joyful Echoes: How do things look for the 2027 season?

Minnoe: Well, we’re losing our starting pitcher, our catcher, and our shortstop, all key positions. 
But we’ve also got some strong underclassmen who benefited from their experience this year.

by Sharon Brooks, for Joyful Echoes

Maxwell Brown

Antonio Montulli

Zach Wilhelm
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While compiling the story on this year’s baseball 
league champions, Joyful Echoes had the good 
fortune to connect with Gary Podsiedlik, OCS ’80. 
Gary played football, basketball, and baseball 
for four years at OCS. He was one of the three 
OCS alumni invited back to talk to this year’s 
team before the Tigers played their last game, a 
road contest against Tully. He was joined by his 
brother Bernie (OCS ’81) and former teammate 
Bob Featherstone (’81). The 2026 team needed 
to win its last game to earn a tie for the Patriot 
League championship. The motivational 
messages from the alumni seemed to serve their 
purpose: the Tigers defeated Tully 3-0.

As a senior, Gary was the catcher for the OCS 
team when it won its last league championship 
in 1980. Salutatorian of the Class of ’80, he 
completed his undergraduate work and student 
teaching in secondary mathematics at SUNY 
Cortland and decided he also wanted to coach. 
Gary credits his OCS baseball and basketball 
coach, Al Bilofsky, for recommending him to 
Homer’s football coach Mike Norris, who hired 
Gary to be the assistant football coach. That was 
the beginning of his 41-year career of teaching 
and coaching at Homer Central High. Gary taught 
math for 34 years, coached freshman basketball 
for two years, and enjoyed an astonishing 41 
years of coaching football.

Gary is married to his high school sweetheart, 
OCS alumna Terrie (Wilber) Podsiedlik (‘OCS 

’80). He shared that his first date with Terrie as a 
junior in high school was accompanying him “to 
scout the LaFayette football team in their game 
at Marcellus.” He chuckled that it may have 
crossed his mind that Terrie would be a great 
partner for a future teacher-coach after they 
enjoyed that date.

Terrie and Gary have two children: Erin, a science 
teacher at Homer junior high, and David, a social 
studies teacher at LaFayette High School. Gary 
mentioned that he and Terrie have “six incredible 
grandchildren” that keep them “loving life.” 
Gary provided the 1980 yearbook photo of his 
championship team.

Joyful Echoes thanks Kathy Ait Said in the OCS 
Guidance office for her assistance with this story. 

by Jim Molloy Sr., Class of ‘68
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Class of 1980, Class Couple
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I N  O U R

MEMORIES

Robert Jones
Class of 1953

April 25, 2026

Marcia M. 
Schneider

English Department, 1964-71

December 3, 2025

Jon M. Annable
Class of 1977

February 5, 2026 

Barbara Williams 
Pienkowski

Class of 1968

March 17, 2026

Robert Krenrich Sr.
A great OCS dad to  

Debra, Mike, Ted, & Rob

April 9, 2026

VISIT THE OCSEF WEBSITE:  WWW.OCSEDUCATIONFOUNDATION.COM

S A V E  T H E  D A T E ! 
The annual 50 year+ luncheon for those in class 1977 and earlier will 

be held on Friday, May 28, 2027, at the Marietta House.

5 0 +  Y E A R  L U N C H E O N

O • C • S • E • F 

U P D A T E

Thank you to everyone who donated 
to the 2026 OCSEF Fund Drive. 
To date, we have received over 
$25,000 to add to the endowment. 
To make a contribution, please send 
your check to:

OCS Education Foundation
4466 South Onondaga Rd

Nedrow, NY 13120

Or click the DONATE button on our 
website to donate via PayPal.

OCSEF FUNDRAISING
The OCSEF fundraising effort “Tile-by-Tile” continues.  
8x8 Tiles are still available for you to honor and remember 
members of the OCS community. Contact Rick Brunelle 
for information at rbrunelle2@twcny.rr.com.

The OCS Education Foundation is pleased to announce 
that 26 scholarships were awarded to OCS seniors 
in 2026 totaling $40,050! Thanks to the continued 
generosity of the Onondaga community, the total 
invested funds which support OCSEF scholarships now 
exceed $750,000. Visit our website to view the list of 
2026 scholarships and this year’s winners.

$40,050 AWARDED!

mailto:rbrunelle2@twcny.rr.com
https://ocseducationfoundation.com
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This newsletter is a product resulting 
from submissions made by our 
alumni. Please send us your stories 
and news! Do you have a favorite 
memory? An interesting story idea? 
Or an alumni announcement - 
wedding, birth, obituary - you would 
like to share?

For submissions of news, ideas 
and/or stories, please contact us at 
ocsalum34@gmail.com or send to: 

OCSEF Alumni Coordinator
3479 Cherry Valley Turnpike

Syracuse, NY 13215

The OCSEF has established an 
Alumni Database.  It contains 
contact information of OCS alumni, 
community members and current 
and former staff members. If you 
know of someone who would like 
to receive future issues of Joyful 
Echoes and other alumni-related 

communications, please forward the 
Alumni Data Form to him or her.  You 
can find it on the OCSEF Web Page:
ocseducationfoundation.com

mailto:ocsalum34@gmail.com
https://ocseducationfoundation.com



